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Executive Summary 
 
La Trobe University Hockey Club (“LTUHC”) was established in 1967 and has over 
120 active men, women and junior members.  
 
LTUHC’s facilities have been situated at KP Hardiman Reserve, Plenty Road, 
Kingsbury since 1995.  The Club was temporarily relocated off campus to solve the 
immediate problem of not having a synthetic playing surface.  
 
Compelling arguments for new hockey facility on campus: 
 
Lack of sporting facilities on La Trobe University (Bundoora Campus) for women 
 

·  La Trobe University does not have a major sports field dedicated to women, 
who represent over 60% of the entire student body.  LTUHC comprises 63% 
women members.  

 
·  Women do not feel safe using change room or toilet facilities in the club 

rooms at KP Hardiman Reserve and commuting to a facility situated four 
kilometres from residential colleges, many who have no private mode of 
transport. 

 
Improved sporting amenities will attract full fee paying students   

 
·  New hockey facilities and improved student amenities on campus will draw 

increased re-current return for the University from full fee paying students 
(particularly international students), and aligns with the Vice-Chancellor’s 
growth projections detailed in the Strategic Options paper.  

 
·  LTUHC provides many international students the opportunity to continue to 

participate in hockey, whilst adding to the cultural mix and vibrancy of the 
University and Melbourne’s northern suburbs. 

 
·  All-weather synthetic surfaces can be used for training by other sports such 

as Australian Rules Football, Soccer, Rugby, Baseball, Lacrosse or Cricket. 
 
Inadequacy of current Hockey facilities  
 

·  The change rooms are in poor condition. There are serious issues with 
infestation from vermin and spiders. 

 
·  Equipment, bags and merchandise cannot be left in the change rooms due to 

the consistent threat of theft and damage to personal belongings.   
 

·  The change rooms are 150-metres away from the hockey field and face in the 
opposite direction. The car park has no lighting, which severely impacts on 
the safety of LTUHC members, particularly upon women.   

 
·  The vicinity of the change rooms, playing field and car park are not safe for 

children.  
 
·  The immediate surrounds provide inadequate shelter for spectators and 

players. 
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Proposal to build a new hockey facility on campus: 
 
It is proposed to build two new synthetic (hybrid) turfs and a change rooms / club 
room facility at La Trobe University on the temporary gravel car park in the sports 
precinct. 
 

·  Two new all weather, multi-use synthetic turfs with, light towers, safety 
fencing and change rooms / club rooms will cost approximately $3 million. 

 
·  The estimated value of the University land proposed for the project is 

approximately $1 million.  
 
·  It is envisaged that land and funding will be secured in 2010 with construction 

work commencing during 2011 so that the facility is fully functional by 2012. 
 
·  The economic return to the University is anticipated to be up to $3.2 million 

per annum via a 5% increase in International student enrolments from some 
of the World’s largest hockey playing nations including India, China, Malaysia 
and Vietnam. 

 
Support for a new hockey facility in the northern suburbs:  
 
The establishment of new synthetic hockey surfaces and a change rooms/ club room 
facilities in the northern suburbs has support from: 
 

·  Victorian Institute of Sport; 
 

·  Hockey Victoria; 
 

·  Local State members of Parliament; 
 
·  The Shadow Minister for Sport; 

 
·  The Federal Member for Batman; and 

 
·  In kind support from Darebin City Council. 

 
These much need facilities will provide a significant boost to La Trobe University 
(Bundoora Campus) and Melbourne’s northern suburbs.  
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Key Contacts  
 
For La Trobe University Hockey Club ‘Ground on Campus’ Committee 
 
 
James Blackburn 
Director of the ‘Ground on Campus’ Committee 
Ph – 0419 365 178 
e-mail – james.blackburn@au.ey.com 
 
 
Travis Dowling 
Deputy Director of the ‘Ground on Campus’ Committee 
Life Member of LTUHC 
Ph – 0418 176 331 
e-mail – tdowling24@hotmail.com 
 
 
Belinda Blackburn 
Treasurer of LTUHC 
Life Member of LTUHC 
Ph – 0433 013 282 
e-mail – belblackburn@hotmail.com 
 
 
Sarah Dowling  
Secretary of LTUHC  
Ph – 0413 311 019 
e-mail – saremacc@hotmail.com
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History of La Trobe University Hockey Club 

 
La Trobe University Hockey Club (“LTUHC”) is one of the founding sporting clubs at 
La Trobe University. The Club was formed in 1967, when the University first opened 
its doors to students.  
 
Since 1967, LTUHC has been arguably the largest and most successful of La Trobe 
University’s sporting clubs. The Club has competed at the highest levels of men’s 
and women’s hockey in Victoria. In 2008, LTUHC member Mr Greg Van Meeuwen 
returned from the Australian Veterans Hockey Championships in Darwin as part of 
the winning Victorian State team. 
 
LTUHC has over 120 senior members playing across nine Victorian Hockey 
Association teams; including a State League 3 Women©s team and a State League 4 
Men’s team.   
 
The Men’s first team was successful in winning a State League Grand Final in 2009, 
which was played at Monash University’s hockey facilities.    

 

 
 

The Club had spent most of its existence playing at hockey fields on campus at 
Bundoora in the main oval precinct. LTUHC played its matches in this area from 
1967 to 1995, until the Club relocated off campus as the University did not have a 
synthetic playing field (a stipulation of the Victorian Hockey Association).   
 
This move culminated in the Club renting a synthetic playing field from the City of 
Darebin in the Kingsbury area.  
 
In 2009, LTUHC introduced junior hockey to the Club, which is designed to underpin 
the longevity of the Club and introduce and encourage children to become physically 
active.   
 
The Club has approximately 20 children now representing La Trobe University 
ranging in ages from three to 12-years of age.  This program is officially sponsored 
by Hockey Australia. 
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Player Demand for Hockey in Melbourne’s Northern Suburbs 
 
There are currently 120 active senior hockey players at LTUHC of which 
approximately 63% are female. In addition, the Club has 20 junior players, of which 
85% are female.   
 
LTUHC has teams represented in the following competitions: 
 
Women - 

·  State League 3 
·  Metro 1 North 
·  Metro 2 North 

 
Men - 

·  State League 4 
·  Metro 2 North 
·  Metro 2 West 
·  Vets A Grade 

 
LTUHC is the only university hockey club with a team in the Veterans A-grade 
competition.  This is a strong testament to the strategy of the Club to recruit and 
retain players for many years through an extensive database, regular communication 
and a strong “Alumni” network. 
 
An example of the Club’s retention strategy is Mr Ross Erickson. 
Ross is a life member of the Club who played his first game in 
1967 and has played every year since. Ross played Metro 2 
West this year at age 57. 
 
As previously mentioned, LTUHC added a junior hockey 
program to its impressive resume.  The ‘Hook in2 Hockey’ 
program is run at its rented ground at KP Hardiman Reserve in 
Kingsbury.  
 
The junior players represent a range of culturally diverse backgrounds and include 
the children of ex-LTU students as well as non-students drawn from the local 
community.  
 
The club will be entering its first ever Under-9 junior team in the Victorian Junior 
Hockey Association 2010 competition. 
 
In an attempt to make sure that LTUHC is accessible to the student population, as 
well as the wider community, the Club has maintained its fee structure as one of the 
most affordable in Melbourne.   
 
Our fee structure has enabled LTUHC to attract not only students, but people from 
socially disadvantaged backgrounds who live in the local community.   
 
Darebin City Council has some of the highest areas of disadvantage in Victoria and 
many of our players come from this demographic.  
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The East Reservoir Neighbourhood Renewal Program, being delivered through the 
Department of Planning and Community Development, recognises the disadvantage 
inherent in our local area and is committed to addressing this through improvements 
in local community programs and facilities, including sporting facilities.  
 
LTUHC can clearly demonstrate a strong demand for new facilities in the Northern 
suburbs of Melbourne.  The inclusion of a junior hockey program by LTUHC has 
impacted upon both Greensborough and Yarra Valley Hockey Clubs, who use our 
ground due to over-crowding on their own facilities.  
 
It has also had an impact on Ivanhoe Girls’ Grammar School and Ivanhoe Grammar 
School who also utilise the ground, forcing them to travel further to access hockey 
facilities. 
 
LTUHC has received support from the Victorian Institute of Sport (VIS) and the 
Victorian Hockey Association in developing further hockey facilities in Melbourne’s 
Northern suburbs. 
 
Both the VIS and the Hockey Victoria endorse the need for new facilities in the 
Northern suburbs and the VIS has indicated that its elite athletes, who are locally 
based, will use the newly developed facilities to train.  
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Lack of Sporting Facilities in Melbourne’s Northern Suburbs 
for Women 
 
The northern suburbs of Melbourne are some of Victoria’s most disadvantaged in 
terms of sporting facilities, particularly those dedicated to the encouragement of 
women’s sport.  
 
Whilst there are numerous sporting fields that cater for football, cricket, baseball and 
soccer, there are limited synthetic playing surfaces supporting such women’s sports 
as hockey. 
 
La Trobe University itself does not have a major sports field dedicated to women, and 
yet women represent over 60% of the entire student body. 

 

 
 

LTUHC comprises 63% women members and the current facilities at KP Hardiman 
Reserve are inadequate for women.   
 
A majority of the Club’s student members live on campus and many do not have 
private modes of transport (cars, motor-scooters etc).   
 
KP Hardiman Reserve is approximately four kilometres from the Bundoora campus’s 
residential colleges, and as a result, does not provide a safe environment for 
LTUHC’s student members to walk up and down Plenty Road, particularly at night.   
 
The club rooms at KP Hardiman Reserve were built to service the old soccer ground 
they face, not a hockey pitch over 150 metres away and facing in the opposite 
direction. Competitive soccer ceased being played at KP Hardiman Reserve almost 
15 years ago and so the club rooms sit in ‘no man’s land’.  
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The club rooms are at the far end of a car park that has no lighting. 
 

 
 
Women do not feel safe using change room or toilet facilities in the club rooms when 
training (as training occurs at night), and equipment and bags can not be left in the 
club rooms due to the consistent threat of theft.   
 
Since LTUHC’s tenure at KP Hardiman Reserve, the Club itself has lost in excess of 
$15,000 of equipment, consumables and merchandise, not to mention what 
members and opposition teams have had personally stolen (handbags, wallets, 
mobile phones and damage to cars).   
 
The club rooms are also in very poor condition. While LTUHC has invested 
significant time in trying to maintain the rooms to a reasonable standard - including 
annual full day working bees – they remain sub-standard with no separate men’s and 
women’s changing facility.  
 
Darebin City Council has also acknowledged that the kitchen facilities at KP 
Hardiman Reserve do not meet the current requirements for food safety and handling 
and have deemed them unacceptable for canteen service provision.  
 
The Council have further advised that they will not be spending any money on the 
pavilion to bring it up to an acceptable food safety standard, as it is not a priority. 
 
In addition, vermin also frequent the club rooms resulting in annual cleaning and 
extermination costs in excess of $4,000 per annum.  
 
No other La Trobe University major competitive sporting club is in this situation where 
it’s major playing group - women - do not have facilities they feel safe using. 
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LTUHC – Culturally Diverse Membership 
 
The membership of LTUHC comprises of students from La Trobe University, as well 
as non-students who reside in Melbourne’s northern suburbs. 
 
The Club encourages cultural diversity and has a range of ethnicities with players 
whose families have come from India, China, Malaysia, Singapore, Vietnam, 
Netherlands, Germany and other hockey playing countries.  
 
A number of LTUHC players who come from non-English speaking backgrounds find 
playing hockey for the Club as a great way of socialising, and the feedback the Club 
receives from many involved is they have formed life-long friendships. 
 
LTUHC is proud that its membership truly reflects cultural diversity and the 
demographics of Melbourne’s northern suburbs.  
 
The Club has undertaken significant fundraising initiatives, such as sausage sizzles 
in the off-season, raffles and chocolate bar sales, ensuring that our fees are kept the 
lowest in Melbourne, so that people from disadvantaged back grounds can, and do, 
come and play for the Club. 
 
Cultural Diversity at LTUHC: 
 

·  Indian 
·  Chinese 
·  Sri Lankan 
·  Dutch 
·  Malaysian 
·  Singaporean 
·  Vietnamese  
·  Greek 
·  Italian 
·  German  
·  Anglo Saxon 
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Hockey as an International Sport 
 
Hockey is one of the fastest growing sports in the world and is also one of the most 
culturally diverse.  
 
The game has a very strong history amongst Commonwealth countries, particularly 
India and Pakistan. India won the first Olympic gold medals for hockey in successive 
Olympics. 
 
The sport is now also very popular in China, Malaysia, Singapore, South America, 
Spain, England, Germany and Holland, and is developing growing support in the 
Middle East and Africa. 
 
The support of hockey in these countries, and the communities from each country 
that are represented in Melbourne’s Northern suburbs, means that improved hockey 
and sporting facilities in general need to be established to provide improved quality of 
life for people coming from non-English speaking backgrounds.  
 
From a University perspective, new hockey fields on campus (similar to those at the 
University of Melbourne and Monash University) provide an added incentive for full 
fee paying students to come and study at La Trobe University.  
 
New hockey facilities and improved student amenities on campus will draw increased 
re-current return for the University from full fee paying students, particularly 
international students.  
 
International students are a major source of income for La Trobe University and 
contributed approximately $64 million towards University revenue in 2008.  
 
As reported in the Australian Financial Review on September 25, 2009, the latest 
figures show 146,000 Chinese students were enrolled in Australia as of June, an 
annual increase of 16 per cent over the past six years, while Indian student 
enrolments hit 121,000, an annual average rise of 46 per cent over the same period.   
 
Hockey is officially recognised as the national sport of India.  Similarly, hockey has a 
huge participation in China, and both China’s Men’s and Women’s national teams 
rank in the top five in the World.      
 
LTUHC provides many international students the ability to continue to participate in 
hockey, whilst adding to the cultural mix and vibrancy of the University and 
Melbourne’s northern suburbs. 
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Adequacy of Current Facilities at KP Hardiman Reserve  
 
The Hockey facilities currently leased by LTUHC have a number of critical 
deficiencies for a sporting club of LTUHC’s size and membership demographic. 
 
The playing surface at KP Hardiman Reserve for hockey is in good condition.   
 
However the immediate surrounds of the playing surface lacks a number of further 
critical requirements. It is now no longer big enough to cater for the usage required 
by LTUHC, and other clubs who utilise the ground, including junior teams from 
across the northern suburbs. 
 
The immediate surrounds provide inadequate shelter for spectators and players. 
 
There currently exists one ‘bus shelter’ type stand next to the playing surface, which 
has a capacity to shelter approximately 15 people.  The erection of this shelter was 
initiated by LTUHC and took two years to obtain approval and complete.     
 
A game of hockey has 11 players from both sides on the field (a total of 22 players), 
plus coaching staff (3-4 support staff) plus spectators numbering up to 30 at any 
particular time.  
 
Illustrating the importance of a ground’s surrounds, these must be able to support not 
only players and spectators, but players from the previous game and players 
preparing for the next game.   
 
Accordingly, in total there may be as many as 80 people or more in the immediate 
vicinity of the ground at any one time.  In winter, with only enough shelter for 15 
people, this puts a strain on the facility. 
 
The change-room facilities at KP Hardiman Reserve were built over 30 years ago to 
support a soccer club that no longer exists.  
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The change rooms are 150-metres away from the hockey ground. To get to the 
change rooms from the hockey ground players are required to walk (often in the 
dark) across a car park with no lighting to the toilets. This severely impacts on the 
safety of LTUHC members, particularly upon female members.  
 

 
 
It also impacts on parents with young children, who must take their children across a 
crowded car park next to the busy Plenty Road to enable them to go to the toilet.  
 
The facilities are not safe for children. The club rooms themselves are in poor 
condition.  
 
While the rooms are still functional, there are serious issues with infestation from 
vermin and spiders and the change rooms are not adequate – there is not a separate 
change room for men’s and women’s teams. This means that when the men’s and 
women’s first representative teams play after each other they cannot both use the 
same change rooms – so one team is forced to change outside in the elements. 
 
Not having a presence on campus at La Trobe University reduces the Club’s ability to 
appeal to on campus residents and is a major equality issue for women on campus at 
La Trobe University. 
 

 
 

distance from ground 
to clubrooms 150m 

Change room/  
Toilet facilities 
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Hockey Facilities available on Campus - 
The University of Melbourne (Parkville) and 

Monash University (Clayton). 
 
Both The University of Melbourne and Monash University have synthetic playing 
surfaces on their respective campuses. 
 
Monash University – Sporting Hub 

 
 
The University of Melbourne – Sporting Hub 

 
 
These facilities provide much needed sporting options for women on campus and 
allow the University to market its facilities to international and domestic students. 
 
Both Monash and Melbourne University Hockey Clubs have thrived since 
establishing new synthetic Hockey surfaces on campus and a new club rooms. 

Hockey Pitch 

Hockey Pitch 
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Melbourne University Hockey Club has seven women©s teams, nine men©s teams, 
three veterans© teams and two junior teams in the Victorian competition. 
 
Monash University Hockey Club has seven men©s teams and eight women©s teams 
and attributes its success to: 
 
“One reason for our popularity is our outstanding facilities. We have one of the few 
state-of-the-art FIH approved water-based turfs in Melbourne. Our new clubhouse 
also features a well-stocked licensed canteen at outrageously low prices.”  

(Monash University Hockey Club website). 
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Proposed Hockey Facilities on Campus –  

La Trobe University (Bundoora Campus) 
 
La Trobe University’s Bundoora campus has had major sports grounds dedicated to 
hockey since the University was established in 1967. 
 
Hockey moved off campus (as an interim measure) to a leased ground in Kingsbury. 
It was always the intention that the Club’s relocation would be a temporary solution 
and that hockey would return to the Bundoora campus. 
 
The grounds that were used by LTUHC for nearly 30-years are now utilised as a 
temporary gravel car park and a soccer field. 
 
LTUHC strongly supports the soccer club and believes that their strong success, with 
excellent facilities including a new ground and club rooms, adds to the amenity of the 
University and provides excellent sporting options for the northern suburbs.  
 
LTUHC proposes the following to return hockey to campus and to provide a synthetic 
sports hub for hockey and other field sports in the northern suburbs: 
 

·  The establishment of two hybrid (water/sand) synthetic hockey surfaces on 
the temporary gravel car park in the sports precinct (behind the football club 
pavilion) at La Trobe University (Bundoora Campus).  See below for 
illustration of proposed Sporting Hub, including two hockey surfaces. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
·  Lighting, by way of nine light towers to be installed supporting night training, 

twilight games (a regular fixture of Hockey Victoria) and player safety when 
natural light during winter months present a concern. 

 
·  Fencing around the ground to secure the facility and provide safety for 

spectators including children. 

Proposed  
Clubroom Location 

Proposed  
Hockey Field 

Locations 
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·  New change rooms / clubroom to be established next to the synthetic turfs 
providing on site change room facilities for female and male players and 
making the precinct more family friendly.  See below for draft illustration. 

 
Proposed Clubroom Layout 

 
 

Not to scale 
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Economic Benefit of new Hockey Facilities at La Trobe University 
 

 
Page 3, Melbourne Times, January 28th, 2009 

 
It is anticipated that there will be a significant economic benefit to both Melbourne’s 
northern suburbs and La Trobe University from the establishment of the new 
synthetic hockey surfaces. 
 
The surfaces and club rooms will require capital funding but will return revenue to the 
University and the northern suburbs via use and visitation. 
 
The University will save rent in excess of $50,000 over ten years for the use of KP 
Hardiman Reserve. This revenue will not be lost to Darebin City Council however, as 
the utilisation will be addressed via school groups who are currently being forced to 
travel long distances for available synthetic hockey surfaces. 
 
It is envisaged the new synthetic surfaces will provide a boost to the University also 
via the recruitment of international students who currently provide $64m recurrent 
revenue for the University.  
 
If revenue was to increase by as much as 5% as a result of improved sporting 
amenities at the University, this would represent an increase of recurrent revenue of 
$3.2m per annum. This economic benefit would then be felt throughout the northern 
suburbs through retail activity and related patronage of facilities. 
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The new hockey facility would also provide a northern suburbs training venue that 
could be utilised by visiting international sides and leased at commercial rates. This 
in itself could provide up to $10,000 recurrent return each year based on current 
commercial rates of $1,000 per training session and over ten days per annum.  
 
For example, in November 2009 Victoria is hosting the men’s ABN Ambro 
Champions Trophy, where the top six hockey nations in the world compete from the 
title – which is considered by many, as more prestigious than Olympic Gold.   
 

 
 

The facilities may also be utilised by other senior competitive sporting groups such as 
soccer, AFL, rugby, lacrosse or cricket clubs. As well as ‘all weather training venues”, 
it is anticipated at least 20 sessions a season will be made available providing a 
benefit of approximately $20,000 per annum. 
 
As such the total direct economic benefit from the establishment of the new facilities 
is expected to be at least $3.2m annually.   
 
While LTUHC cannot quantify the economic flow on benefits to Melbourne’s northern 
suburbs, the Club contends there will be a considerable qualitative return supporting 
women’s sport, cultural diversity and the demographic of the northern suburbs. 
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Estimated cost of new hockey facilities 

  
LTUHC has under taken extensive work in sourcing quotations and project plans for 
the costing of new synthetic hockey fields and club rooms at Bundoora campus. 
 
 Value ($) 
  
Land for establishment of two synthetic hockey surfaces and 
Clubroom facilities.  

$1,000,000* 

* = Estimated value; in kind provision from La Trobe 
University, Bundoora Campus, existing gravel car park in 
the sports precinct. 

 

  
  
Cost for installation of two (2) Hybrid Synthetic Turfs $1,027,000 

Quote obtained from Tiger Turf; provider of synthetic turfs 
for a numerous hockey fields across Victoria and Tasmania, 
including the existing rented field that LTUHC is utilising at 
KP Hardiman Reserve, Kingsbury.  

 

  
  
Cost for new Club/ Change-room Facilities $850,000 

Quote obtained from P&M Barnes Constructions P/L.  
Company responsible for the construction of Monash 
University Hockey Club’s change-room facilities. 

 

  
  
Cost for installation of lighting $800,000 

Quote obtained from Prime Electrical and Data; providers of 
lighting for the La Trobe University Football and Baseball 
fields. 

 

  
  

Cost for installation of fencing  
Quote obtained from Fence Line Group. $59,000 
  
  

Estimated Total Cost $3,736,000 
  
 
 
 
Note – All referenced quotes, are available if required. 
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Projected Funding Partners 
 
While the new hockey facilities will provide a significant boost to the amenity and 
recurrent revenue for La Trobe University, they will have broader appeal as a sports 
hub in Melbourne’s northern suburbs. 
 
As such funding will be sort from the Victorian State Government, in kind provision of 
land from La Trobe University Bundoora and from LTUHC. 
 
DRAFT Funding Proposal: 
 $ 
  
La Trobe University, Bundoora $1,000,000 

In kind through the provision of the land  
  

Victorian State Government $2,716,000 
  

La Trobe University Hockey Club $20,000 
  
TOTAL $3,736,000 
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Proposed Project Timeline 
 
 
2010 Funding for Project secured; 
 
 
2011 Funding Available; 

Construction to commence; 
 
 
2012 Project completed; 

Facilities opened for the 2012 winter competitive season (April). 
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Support and Endorsement for the Project 

 
 

Taken from “Gunners Clubrooms Member Needs Survey” conducted in 2008. 
 
Would the establishment of a new hockey turf and/ or new clubrooms on campus 
encourage you to remain a member of the La Trobe Uni Hockey Club?   
 
Respondents were asked to respond either ‘yes’ or ‘no’.  96.7% responded positively.  
It was interesting to note that those who responded negatively did so on the basis 
that a new ground/ clubroom wouldn’t deter them either way; they planned on being a 
“Gunner for life”.  
 
 
 
LTUHC has also a petition signed by in excess of 300 local northern suburb residents 
and students of La Trobe University supporting the construction of new all-weather 
multi-use synthetic sports surfaces and clubroom facilities at La Trobe University 
(Bundoora Campus).   

 
 
 

Letters of Support and Endorsement from: 
 

·  Victorian Institute of Sport 
·  Hockey Victoria 
·  the Hon. Martin Ferguson, Federal Member for Batman 
·  the Hon. Colin Brooks, MLA for Bundoora 
·  the Hon. Fiona Richardson, MLA for Northcote 
·  the Hon. Jenny Mikakos, MLC for Northern Melbourne Metro 
·  the Hon. Hugh Delahunty, Shadow Minister for Sport 
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